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EVENTS OF THE DAY AS THE COMIC ARTISTS SEE THEM.

Mrss Passy—I dread to think of my thirtieth birthdsy.
Miss Brop—Why, what happened ?—FPusk.

FINE ABTS AT THE FAIR—SCULPTURE —Nmt York Eeming World

THE PESTS OF OUR PACIFIO AND ATLANTIO COASTS.
Uxcre SAM—There shall be no discrimination. I will shut you both eut.—Judga

FAREWELL T0 TEE

DUDE—THE ATELETIO TOUNG MAN IS NOW THE FAD
—8t Paul Globe

T

Out in the oold world, out in the street,
Tammany, Crisp and his liu.h: speech,

—New York Pren,

REPUBUCAN
PASTURE
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WAITING. — Philaddphia Taquiver,

_ PROM THOMAS NWAST IN HARPER'S WEERLY OF 1881,

CAXNXOT WAIT TILL THE PORRIDGE COOLS. —New York Advertiser.

A DINNER IN PARIS.

That One Most Pay in a Moderate,
Respectable Restaurant.

4 MEAL A LA CAETE AT 80 CERTS

Peefsteak Comes to the Ordinsry Congumer
st 40 Cents & l'ound

DUTIES COLLECTED ON EATABLES

FEORRESFONTENCE OF THE DISPATOR 1

Paris, Dee. & —Restaurant food in Paris
{» at the same time chesp and not cheap,
Whatever cheapness thers is in Parisian
living over thot in America consists rather
in & bigher quality cbtained for the same
money than in any sciual lowness of price.
This higher quatity should be put down to
the minute habits of an old established
mode of life, not to be expected ina new
and rich country like Ametica .

Something like this has recently been
sald by AL Paul Deschenels, who esme
back from his Iste mission in America with
favorable impressions of nearly all that we
have and do in the United States He
reiterates that the cost of living in the
Tnited States is not dearer than in Franee:

Yon will say that living i= daarer m
America. Yesand no, It depends on the
natore of the expenses. The American ex-
pends mors for Lis rent and for his clnthing;
but hespends less for his food. For bis
rent the American payvs nbont 16 per cent of
hisentire revennue, the Englisnman 11 per
eent, the Frenchman & per eent, the Belgina
16 par cent, and the German & per cent. On
the contmry, for his food the American pays
only € por c¢ent, whereas the Eazxlishman
pays 47 per eeni, the Fronchman £ per cent,
the Beiginn 48 percent, and the German 51
per cent.  For sleobolie drinks and tobacco
the American spenas only 6 per cent, while
the Enslistiman spends 7 ner cent, and the
Frenchnan 13 per cent, These are only ap-

roximate flgnres, subject to controversy,

ut the genernl conclusion is exact.
Taxed for Parisian REevenue,

Food is cheaper in America than in
France. This is all the truer of our great
American cities which bave the first pick
of the market, when comparison is made
with Paris and its enormous population
subjected to extra oetroi duties on every

o=nd of chicken and every box of straw-
Cerries that pass the barriera  This munici-
pal tax on eatsbles and combustibles
gmounis every year to somethiog like $30,-
oD, 000, Twelve millions of dollars are
from wine and lignors, while $6,000,000 are
collected on eatables and £3,000,000 more on
{uel, kerosene and oil. On horse food and
provender alone more than $1,000,000 are
snnuslly collected. Thus, not sn article of
food passes the fortifications but is taxed
for the eity"s revenue,

As o result bhefstesk comes to the ordi-
pary consumer ut 40 cents s pound, a good
chicken costs £1 and ove good mutton chop
12 cents.  In what, then, consist? the seem-
ing cheapness o! Paris restanrant food?
The snswer will be found by smudying a
typical Pavisian restaurant

A Mint for Pittshurgz Restauratears.

Tlhe Duwal restaurants, which are ths
property of a sinzle company, are seattered
sll over Paris, and they do an enormous
business, Their theory is that people of
modernte means will patronize places where
gomething like the skill, taste and care of
expensive Testauranis is  exercised on
gheaper foods, served in very small por-
tions. The Davai resisurants are tempting
becanse they are clean and dsinty, and be-
eause the price ol esch dish is small

The first charge of 1 cent is for the nap-
kiv and eloth. This secures fresh ones for
each guest The second charge is for bread,
9 cents. There is little difference between
the breakfast and dinner eard; and what-
ever variety there moy be outside of great
lines trom month to month will be due 1o
the fluciations of the provision market

Soupe are usually elear, thin and cheap—
excepting mow and then a savory pottaze
Inte which penas aud paiatoes enter freely.
Dinien soun is G cents, with grated eheese 7

eents. Thissoup is a faverite, espeginily at*

pights, and in_other higher restaursnis; it
is thought to fit one for sleep, to make the
stomach elesn the breath sweet the next
morning, while taken with s littie gratad
sheese it issa digestive, Con-

somme, bounillon sod bread soup are each 5
cents. There is nothing remarkable about
them except that thev are hot and filling,
;nd enable & man to eat & quantity of

Fortions of Meat and Fish,

At the Duval establishment the fish is
very ofien good, therefore it is only natu-
mal that the portions should be small
Among the meats plain boiied beef, with-
out geavy or a vegetable. costs 6 cen -
nished with a vegetable it is 8 centa ere
there is a eurious manipulstion of prices
The “garniture’ of mesats by vegetables in

bnt little extra for; but the quan-
tity of vegetable given is half that of a reg-
ular onder, s, pears are 12 cents & plate;
but plain boiled beef “garnished” with half
a8 many peas costs ounly 2 ecents more
than plain boiled beef alone. To eat
cheaply, therefore, it is only neeessary to
talse meat dishes gsrnished, and to leave
separate vegetabies alope.

e European use of vegetables is & prime
matter of complaint with Americans abroad.
Sweet corn is unknown outside of Hunga
and the lower Dannbe. Here they call it
maize, and feed the yonng stalks to ecattle,
Tomatoes are not cheap and are most often
too delieste, withous flavor and with 100
much seed matter. There are no sweet po-
tatoes, no Bermuda onions, no Lima beans;
while white potatoes are used justi as any
other vegelable snd no more, Neverthe-
less there is a good list of vagetables on the
Duval eard

Customers Make Their Own Salad,

OFf salads there are chickory, eultivated
and wild, romain, lettuce, cucumber and to-
mato—running in price from the chickory at
8 cents to the cucumber st 15 cents L]
name tomato saled is misleading. It means
one tomato—served in & salad bowl Bo
also with the rest, each customer mixea hin
own salad dressing, using the contents of
the eruet stand at discretion. Americans
and Englishmen occasionally ask for sugar
1w add. The waiter girls, although they
bave brought sugar to Awericans and En-
flishmen hondreds of times, cannot resist a
ifting of the eyebrows al every fresh de-
mand. I have seen one wild with vexation
when & Pittsburg dude asked for ice to cool
a Iresh tomato before he shonld cut it upin
sugar and vinegar, These waiter girlsat
the Duval establishments are gmgl‘enlly
cheerful snd good, but they sre custom-
bound, like all their people.

French restaurants have few puddings
snd no pie.  If pie is desired one must con-
sult the columns of the Paris edition of the
Herald The proper addresses will be found
under the soere head of “corned besf hash,
pie, codfish balls and other American deli-
cacies.” For puddiogs it is only necessary
to take board st & moderate priced pension,
preierably English,

The Fraits and Creams.

The Doval restaurants have a variely of
sweet dry cakes, which are dear at 6 cents
an order; and there ia pineapple in kirsch
for 8 eents, and fruit in season at varyin
prices. For instance, in September a smal
plate of raspberries, or green figs costs 12
cents; cherries and green almonds were 10
cents, and ches were 12 cents apiece
But these fruits are very fine, especially
peaches and pears; they are grown along
the sunny sides of walils, the trees being
l.r:in:g- like grapevines and constantiy
prun

They have also creams, always slighily
“tarned,” and which partake of the nature
of cheese. The ordinarv Normandy cresm
i3 10 cents & portion, and ereme d’ ¥,
in little brown pots, very delicate, E’ 12
centa.  Among the are sweet
omeleties and rum omeletten, The sweet
omeletie is made by rolling the half cooked

batter around )?;l:ll{.jm as 1t is ready to

take from the pan. The rum omelette is a
dish for cold davs, but it does not

igest well. Plain jellies eurrant, dherry
and plom are § oents a portion; mirabel,
strawberry and raspberry are 8 cenls a
portion. The last foods are the ch2eses and
they form an important eloment in & cheap

" Tips Average Five Per Cent

After this glance at each division of the
Dpval card it will be noticed how minutely
the prices are arranged and how the profits
must be made up {rom small reckoain
The Duval secret is to have no waste
service costs nothing, as the girls are
by tips alone. Tips, though small, add up
bandsome sums daily, The average Paris
tip is five per cont on.the total ot the bill
Everrone tipe.  The man t gives the
girls their meals, includiog wine, and they

ood they please, -

Back of the foods and always a source of
profit, is the wine, Eyeryone

.
.

wine or beer, snd the beer is nearly

83 expensive as the cheaper wine. The
cheapest wine is the ordinaire, which may
be had in a carafon—a small decanter—for 4
cents. It is scarcely more than a gobletful.
A bottle of the ordinaire costs 20 cents. 1t
is mot good. What they call Medde is 24
cents & bottle; <t is scarcely not bal.. The
St. Estephe which they sell yon at 28 cents
might really be called not bad; while an
extra franc makes a grand leap toward good
wine, .
What the Better Wines Cost.

The most expensive Bordeaux on the
Duval list is 6 francs a bottle; the most ex-
pensive red Burgundy is § francs; the most
expensive Sauterme is 3 franes, and the
most expenaive white Burgundy is 2 francs.
The Duvals revel in cheip champagne. It
may be interesting to read the names and
prices of certain brands They are the
regular champagne bottles Tisame, §1. The
Cosmos champagne (A. G. Lemaitre) carts
vert, §1; carte blen, €1 20; carte doree,
$1 00. G. H. Mumm's Ay mosseux is §1 20,
These, of course, are restaurant prices. The
extra ahu'?e for balf bottles is 5 cents,

To conclude, there are two species of
profit in the Duval restaurants, thes profit
of the proprietors and the profit of the cus-
tomer. For the management thers is a
sure profit on each article with a compara-
tively Jarge profit on some notable wine,
vegetables and desserts.  Two other profits
have not been mentioned, the hors d’oenvre
and the ligneurs and cofflee. The Parisian
begins his dinper with a few olives or a
small bit of faner sausage at B cents,
and ends with a Benediotine or other
digestive at about 9 centa

A Very Satisfactory Meal.

To the customer the only profit consists
in a meal of variety and good taste ap-
proachiog elegauce, at a price little greater
thau that of A common feed. Let us imagine
a dinner: Comsomme, b cents; caviare, 12
cent; sslmon, with green sauce, 20 cents;
roast capon with cress; 25 cents; tresh cream
cheese, 12 cents; coffee with cognae, 10
cents; and the wine, say, 40 cents;, The
total 1s §1 27. If an extra soup be taken,
with a half bottle more wine and another
coffee, this dinner will be enough for two
and cost 50 cents apiece. Neither of these
prices is cheap for a meal, but see what you

t.

“Aad this is the best one can do In Paris
e la carte. One dish, two dishes may be
left out or cheaper dishes taken, but the
mesl will always come J; to 40 cents

en two ne together.

u
There are many restaurants where a com-
plete dinner is given at the fixed price of
23 eents or 30 cents, but the food is not to
be depended on. A man had as well go to

& boarding house.
BTONES THAT WILL BEND.

Certaln Brazilian Specimens Are Flexible
‘Withoat Golng to Pleces.
Brandon Bucksaw.]
Of most stones rigidity is one of the most
marked characteristics and it is hard for
uninformed people to believe that there

are any stones that can be bent. There.

are some, however, that are more fiexible
than wood, snd bend readily under slight
pressure without” breaking. The most
sbundant of these is itncolumite, or flex-
ible sandstone, which is found in large de-
posits in Brazil. This stone is composed of
separste grains ot sand cemented together
with s mineral closely resembling mica or
sericite. +

The minerals, belng quite flexible in
themselves, confer the same property upon
the sandsione a3 @ whole. The way in
which the cementing material was intro-
duced into the itacolumite is not easy of
ex Mica and sericite are not
soluble and eould not have been deposited
by water, like calcite or dlit

It is moss probable that they were origi-
oally introduced in the form of elay or
some similar inaterial, aod afterward met-
amorphosed by heat, pressure and super-
besated steam into micaceons mineral. In.
stances of & similar change of one mineral
species Into another are very common.

Electrio Bells in Churches,

P are familiar with the electric
bells which ring in sll parts of the house
just before the eurinin goes up, This nse-
ful device has besn adopted at Spurgeon’s
Tabarnacle in London. Strangers mkm
in the aisles until five minutes before
service. By this: time
holders

!

NOTES AND QUERIES.

Queen Victoria Would Have a Big
Time if S.he Tried the Veto.

BALLOT 'OF THE SLAVE-HOLDER.

The Observation of Christmas Day and
Cther lake Holidays '

.

SBALARIES PAID T0 OUR GOVERNORS

The change of administrations and the like-
lihood of & difference of opinion between a
majority of Congress and Presideni-elect
Cleveland on the silver question las been
the occasion of & number of questioos as to
the veto power. That prerogative in the
TUnited Stiates is pretty generally unnder-
stood, but questions as to the power in
England are oiten asked THE DISPATCH.

Queen Vietoria has never vetoed a bill
since she became Queen. She could not
have vetoed ons without cansing & revolu-
tion. The Sovereign of Great Britain does
not rule; she reigns. That is, the whole
management of the kingdom is in the hands
of & committes of the House of Commons
and House of Lords called a Cabinet; they
are the Government and responsible to Par-
liament and the people. They remsin in
power so long &s they can keep a majority
in the House of Commons behind them.

Now if the Queen should veto a hill
which the Government wished to have
signed, the members of the Government
would resign, and the Qaeen would have to
ask some other membzara to form & Govern-
ment. Dut they would not cbtain a major-
ity in the House of Commons, and so could
not do aoything; and the Queen would
have to ask the Ministers whose bill she
had vetoed to return to power. They would
refuse to return unless she signed the bill
Meastime Parliament would be at odds and
ends; everyone would be indignant at the
Queen's venturing to refuse to do some-
thing which the pe?!e'l representatives
wished her to do; and, unleas she turned
abont very promptly, she would find herself
minus 8 ne. The Queen might dissolve
Parliameat, but there would be no one in
offics to issue writs for & new Parlisment,
so things wounld still be at loose ende. The
soversign has the right of veto still, but the
right has not been exercised since 1707, sad
is practically out of date in Great Britain

A correspondent of New Brighton, Pa,
who signs humself G. L. E, writes as fol-

lows:

Under “Notes and Queries” in TaE Dis-
PATCH of December 4, in giving the names
of the officers of General Lee's old regi-
ment in the regular army It was stated that
Captain Theodore O'Hara wrote his fa-
mous “The Bivguae of the Dead,”
for tlp retorn of a regiment of Missouri
volunteers from the Mexican war. Thisis
& very serious error, and there is nothing
in the poem to indicate, in the remotest
degree, that it was written for the return
of living men. It is threnodial in every
line—every stauza an aposirophe to the

dead. .

The true origin and history of the illus-
trions threnody is as follows:

The Legislature of Kentueky passed &
law providing for the ex]nnu of having
the ramains of all the soldiers of that State
who fell in the bsttle‘o! Buena Vists, fn
the Mexican war, brought te Frankfort,
there reinterred and a handsome monument
erected over their asbes Captain Theodors
O'Hara was chosen as orator for the ocea-
sion of the dedication of the monument,
and it was there that, for the first ti
the d elegy was made known and
to public. The poem eonnrh- 12
staneas, of eight lines each, but is seldom
all seen in print

The r linelmﬁn&nmﬁycwod
ainﬂuﬁm stanza, whioh I here repro-

The muflled drum’s sad roll has beas *
The soldler's last tattoo;

e’ shall meos
lnmm‘n:‘spnd;"

On famae’s oternal

And glory guards with solsmn round
The bivouac ot the d -
What Is or was ‘‘the Fronde" to which we

find allusions in French Listory?

SrupENT.

The war of the Fronde, or the Sline, was
the name given to a civil war which broke
out in France in 1643, The Paris boys used
to have mimie fights, with slings as their
weapons, in the city ditches; and the civil
war which had about as muech value as one
the boys’ fights, was “‘nicknamed “The War
of the Sling” by the Cardinal de etz
Early in the autnmn of 1648 Cardinal Maz-
arin, Prime Minister to the Kiog ot France,
dotermined to punish the Parliament of
Paris for having sssumed an undue inde-
pendence, and srrested four of its members.
All Paris rose, and the King's mother and
Mazarin fled trom the ecity in terror of n
revolution, They came bnek in Oectober,
but departed mgain in 1640, Then the
nobles, many of whom were discontented
at Mazarin's changes iu the way of govern-
ing, joined with the Parisians, and for a
time seemed as if ther would bear down
Mszarin. But the Prince of Conde bg
sisged Paris; the people ot the city found
they had to pay the piper while tha nobles
dan:ed, and early in 1629 a peace was
made.

‘This pesce was the end of the old Fronde.
The nobles, not ted with the peace,
kept up the new Fronde; Conde and Maza-
rin made various moves on the chess-board
of French polities: the Parisians came in
and went ont; and finally, in 1633, every-
one being tired of the war, the Kinz was
invited back to Paris, Conde went to Spain,
Cardinal de Retz was imprisoned, Mazarin
was recalled to the side of the King, and
the Parlinment of Paris was ecompelled to
cease ity meetings. The war has been
called by Michelet, the great French his-
torinn, ‘‘a burlesque,” “eomie in its origin,
its events, its !nrincnplu." ‘n game of live-
ly schoolboys in the interval between the
lessons of those two stern and severe
teachers,” Cardinal Riechelieu and Louis
XIV.

Was there aver n time whon a slaveholder
eonld cast a Lallot for each and every slave
whom he owned? Darcy Bzapen

No; that is, no slaveholder could vote for
himself and for each of his slaves,too. But
under section 2, clause 3, of Article L of
the Constitution, representatives wers and
are apportioned according to the numbers
of the populstion of the wvarious States,
which were to be found by adding to the
entire number of free persons three-tifths of
all other persons. This gave the slave-
holder an sdvantage, for it made his vote
count for more than that of ths non-
slaveholder, or of the voter in the “ires
States”™ In 1843 the ratio between the

representatives and  population  was
1 to T0,680; say 1 to 70,000 1In
the “fres  Biates” 14000 wvotes

elected one representative; in the slave
States tnere were more than half as many
slaves as there were whites, and af them
two-thirds were countgd in making up the
groups of 70,000 pernons eatited to one
representative; so that of each 70,000
about 25,000 wera negroes, leaving 45,000
as the namber of whites, of whom 9,000
were voters. So each voter in a alave
State—call him a slave holder, if you pre-
fer—had as much power at the ballot box
28 one and fGve-ninths volers had in a non-
slave State. But this does not say that a
slave holder had one vote for himsell and
one for each slave. At the same lime

slave holders had so moch axtra power at
the ballot box they were liable toa propor-
tionnte inereass in the direct taxes; only
:Il:e United States levied no direct taxes on

em. -

How lovg i It ginoce Christmas was kupt
for the firss time? BexepioT.

Sines sometime in the fifth century; say
about 1,150 years. Christmas is observed
in December, less becaunse this is supposed
to be the actual month in which Christ was
born than because some day was desired on
which services commemorative of Christ's
birth could be held December, in Pales-

tine, is the height of the rainy season, when
neither shepherds nor flocks could have
been at n in the fields of DBethlechem.

The Romaus, the masters of the world, ob-
served their festival ot the Satnroalia dur-
ing the month of December; and 1t hay been
suggested, with n great deal ot probability,
S M e o
e - vals nt first
paralleled heathen festivals, sad finally

supplantad them; for example, St Valen-
tine's Day took the place of the Roman
Lupercalia; Easter took the pame and
place of the spring festival among the Sax-
ons; and other instances might be given.
Before the 23th of the month had been
chosen, the feast was observed on Januar
G, the fenst of the Epiphany, or Twelli
Night. The eolder Christmas customs par-
taxe of the nature of the customs preva-
lent doring the Saturnalia: the customs are
observed during the entire Christmas sea-
son, which ends with Twelfth Night, so
that on the whole the suggestion made
above as to the reason for the choice of the
day seems to be good.

Is not the death of two ArchbishopA of
York in a single year, 189, a anigno nccur-
rence? W.F. 0.

Dr. Thomson and Dr. Magee, to whose
deaths you allude, did not die in the same
year, but within a twelvemonth; Dr
Thomson died on Christmas Day, 1890, and
‘Dr. Magee on May 4, 180L Dut their
deaths are not a unique occurrence; in 1028,
to go no forther back, Archbishop Tobias
Muatthew died on Mareh 29, and Archbisho
George Monntaigne died on Octobar J
Baut the death of two such high ecolesins-
tiea within & twelvemonth is unusual, if
not unique; even in the list of the Popes
such an event has happencd only 14 times
in the last 850 years. In 1276.77 there wera
four Popes, Gregory X, who died January
11, 1276; Innocent V., died Juue 22, 1276;
Addriaa V., died Angust 17, 1776; and John
XXI, died May 16, 1267; and in 1590-91,
Sixtus V., Urban VIL, Gregory XIV., and
Innocent IX., died. Since 1603, however,
no two Popes have died in a single year

What is the orizin of the quotation mark?

It seemns to have no reason Ior its shape.
Poivs

The mark was originally q-o0, an abbrevi-
ation for the Latin questio, u question. The
**a"" was placed under the “q," and in time
the present strange sign was adopted. So,
too, with what the printers call a “‘scare
marz’ | It was first the Latin word “Io,”
an exelamation of jov or trinmph; it easily
became our exciamation point. The para-
graph mark 9 is the Greek letter eorre.
sponding in force, thongh not in form, to
our letter “p.”" The Greek letter was com-
posed of two upright lines, joined at the
ton by an hori.wnuliinc; it was the initisl
of the word parszraph, and s0 was used to
indicate whers o paragraph began; the
hznvx black spot, making the sign ook like
s “p" backward, and believed st that, was
made to distinguish batween the letter nsad
to indicate a paragraph and the letter used

to begin & paragraph.

What Is meant by the words “duochvy"™ and
"duke 1" w. H E
Originally s duchy was s distries gov-
erned by a duke, and a doke was a general;
the word comes from the Latin dux, a
leader. | This ides holds in Germany,
though of late the French and British idea
of a dukedom has come iunto force there.
In Germany we find the Duchy of Anhalt,
the Grand Duchy of Baden, ste; saod we
likewise find re or two modern dukedoms,
whose dukes do not ruls over any conntry.
For inuaea} Biswarck declined 10 be cre-
ated Duke of Lanenberz. In France and
Great Britain for hun?ndu of past
thers have been only two duchies, though
many dukedoms, the distinetion being that
adnchy is a territory ruled by a duke,
while a dukedom is the rank heldbra
duke. These two duchies are, in England,
the Dnﬂl:ly of Lancaster, whereof the
Queen is doke; and the Bnch
wall, whereot the Prinee of W

of Corn-
is duke.

t
WS e e e

New York pays her Governor §10,000 a
year, and gives him ahouse and allovauces
for keeping it in order; New Jersey and
Pennsylrania pay their Governors $10,000
a vear, but do not give them hopses Ohio
pavs him £8,000, and California and Illinois

y §6,000 8 vear each. Tea Busury

090 & vear each, and Oregon and Ver-
mont pay $1,000 s year 3&0!!:.&6"-
ernors

“Was General Babeock, Presideant Grant's
l'rlv':u Secrewnry, implicated in the whisky
feauds? C. Byrox.

He was accused of being mixed up with

ruary 24,
snd sequitted of sll participation in the

frande. He weant South after his trial, and
was drowned in Florida in 1884

TEE CRUEZL BUICHER BIRD.

It Is Very Strong and Often Displays a
Great Deal of Sagaaity,
Pomona (Cal.) Progress. ) .

The butetier bird, that is familiar to all
ranchers in this region, is coosidered by
some of the foremost ornithologists as the
most sagacious bird in America Thomas
Oldham, of Kordsburg, teils us that he be-
lioves it as eruel as sagacions

“T have paid lots of attention to a pair of
common botcher birds at my place for six
months," said he to ua the other day, ‘“‘and
I have learned many new things sbout the
habits of the peonliar butcher bird. A pair
of them bave followed e while at plowing
for thres or four days ata time, watchiong
and waiting for me to overiurn a nest of
fisld-mice. When I overturn & nest thay
will pounce down upoa the little mice, and
claw and peck them to death, Then the
mouse carcasses are earried away to soms
neizhbhoring omnge or lemon tree, and
spiked upon the thorns, The birds selaom
eat the mice, but just kill them from
sheer love of the excitement. When they
cah spike a live mouse, or even s rat, on o
thorn, they flutter about aad chatter with
themselves as if they had great fun in sce-
ing the rodents squ and twist in the
throes of death.

“But I am most surprised to see how
strong butcher birds are and what they can
life pnd fly away with. I have oftan seen
toads that had been impaled upon the thorns
of a eentury plant on my place, and left to
die. Because thesa b are destructive to

hers and rats, ther are considered the
iriends of the orange grower.”"

EUTTERFLIES IN THE MOUSNTAINS,

They Appear in Slerran Nevada Above the
Line of FPerpetual Snow.
Pearson's Weak:y]

A correspondent, writiog from California,
gives interesting observations npon the oo-
currence of botterllies at elevalions much
above any noted in Europe. It is remark-
able, says he, that these creatures of a sum-
mer day can fly so far, and can bear such a

of cold as they do in crossing our
mountain ranges. Last summer, while on &
peak of the Sierra Nevada mountains, atan
altitude of 13,000 feet, I saw butterilies sail-
ing leisurely abont in the air above me
with ne more ado than if it had been a low-
laod garden. That was above the line of

rpetual snow. In elimbing that peak I

prased over snow ten feet deep.

At another time, in the summer of 1890,
I saw butterfiies nt an altituds ot 11,000 feet
on & mougtain of British Columbis, near
the southeastern frontier aleAlnltl. There
was & pass, although a high oue, on the
mountain, sod the butterflies were going
through it towards the east and seemed to
be migrating. Although thess were not so
high as those seen on the Bierra Nevada,
yet in a latitude so lar north it was sdrpris
ing to see them—practically almost under
the Arctio ecircle.

The butterfiies wera several thausand feet
sbove the line of perpetual mow. Asl
said, they seemed to be crosing, all going
in the sams direction. Those on the Sisrra
Nundli):n the other hand, appesred o0 be
flying about for their own pleasure, not go-
ing anywhere in particular,

DUE T0 VENETIAN MUD.

Adoption of High-Herled Shoes Often Half
# Yard in Height,
The National Review.,]

The streets of the City of Venice wers
often extremely thick in mud, In spite of
the great sewers which Jated Irom the tenth
ecutory. It is emsily conceivable. Even
now, with but 60,000 or 70,000 inhabitants,
the thorougfares between the Piazys and
the Rialto are sometimes safficiently bal
We are writiog of the time when the popu-
.lation was nearly five times what it wow s,
and when Venstian trade was at its zauith.

Well, to combat this mud the ladies took
to bigh-heeled shoes, As the mud grew
worse the hesls became taller anid taller,
until at lencth they were half a yard b
and as ‘difficult to control as a pair of stilts

without haundle The counsequence was

But & 0 vaid AAte s soyserted oa
t & few [ on

both sidex, This wasa task for the bluck

pages, or the ‘who bad now

B Very pari of Venetian

oiy. o,

MANX SUPERSTITIONS.

The People of the Isle of Man Mis-
judged as to Their Beliefi

CLING TO THE PLEASANT FORMS,

The (nly Gloomy Spook Takes on the Form
of & Great Epaniel

FAIRTY GUARDIANS OF LITTLE FOLKS

[CORRESMONDENCE OF THE DISFATOR ]
DoUGLAS, ISLE OF MAX, Dec. A —Few
wrilers ever trouble themselves at all abous
the Manx people. Those have invarisbly
set them down as “extraordinarily super-
stitioun.”” Then they have galloped away,
leaving the Manxmen in mist and their
readers in mystery. DBut I have gradually
come to know that, however grim-vi
the fiace of the one confiding the weird as.
sertion of uncsnny belief, secretly the
masses of the people scout and flont them
all, save those of a tender acd winsome
character. Briefly, Manx folk to-day rejeot
the essential slavery of superstitious prac-
tices, but universally insist on retsining the
pleasure of subscribing to the superstitions
themselves

One traditional spook whieh represents
the evil genius of dull despair, of dumb
inevitability and of rank fatalism glowers
through Manx tradition as black and dre,
ful zs the gloom of the halls of Eblis is
is the “Moody Dhoo.” Tangibly and as
ersatalized in tradition 1t took on the form
of a huge, voiceless black spaniel which
haunted ancient Peel Caatle, the daring of
whose satanic power by a drunken isr
terminated in the tragio death of the latter,
as made famouns in fiction =nd
Generalized, the *“Moody Dhoo'* is the -hﬁ
spirit of loneliness, of impending danger, of
irrevocable despair. Toa e barren of
book lnre, impressionable with s thousand
misty shadows from the past, whose mental
activities are chiefly in contemplatioa of
the saddening sea and the keeaing voices of
mountain winds, some form s mental
“Moody Dhoo” is a logical and inevitable
presence. 9 I
d::;“mu“ m{“gi‘;ﬂ l:lei ii { mtdd.ln‘n

the publicity of w

Though all th:gnei.ghbub m,; be aware of
little details leading up to ths eeremoay,
households directly interested afleet the
greatest secrecy. Cooking for the feast,
dressing and tthe ke is® often done with
closely curtained windows st night, and
when all is ready the wedding party will
mount an open car and gallop to the near-
est chureh in the gray of morning s though
all the witches were aftor them.

But the arrival of the Manx baby brio
a host of traditional wsuperstitions, -.fe

ards and eminous portents into immed-
Ea activity. No one must step overit or
walk entirelr around 1t, lest it becomes
dwarfed and weazened. Until baptiam all

are quite at the merey of the fmiries
The baby will remain lucky tnrough life if
it first bandles a spoon with its lefi hand,
but it will coms to perfect estate if ic
ghall have repeated tumbles out of iwm
mother's arms, its cradle or bed before iy
has sttained its first birthday.

One of the most winsome of half supers
stiticus eustoms in Manxland is for the
family on stormw, nights to retire to rest &

a very esrly hour, so that the good fsiries
may unobserved enterto find sheiter and
;nn-o. A very ancient tradition thst s

in the guise of a beauntiful woman once
bewitched a host of the best men of the .
island and then led them all over aclifte
their desth in the sea, prevails so un [
ingiy to this day, that s Manx wilsor
sweethenrt will on no occssion precede ber
hosband, lest her character for correch
womanly attributes be impugned. The
same iairy which estabiished this custom ia
the one which, in its eflorts to escape Maax
wnﬂu. was transiormed intos wremy,
and ever since, on St Stzphen’s day,
been hunted, stripped of its festhers
beaten to death in countless nnmbers, -~

EnGar L WAREMAN,




